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A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 
—A GREAT ONE! 


Your CAMPAIGW MATERIAL... 


MPR 


pe Ls OER ATO 


are 
a 


aK 


gor’? 


& 
x 
& 
Ss 


IN THE PERFORMANCE THAT SUR 
EVERYTHING SHE’S EVER DONE! 


IN THE PICTURE THAT ESTABLISHES HIM 
FOR ALL TIME AS A TOP STAR VALUE! 


@ROBERT HUTTON - JEAN SULLIVAN: ALAN HALE 
DONALD WOODS - ANDREA KING 


‘For Women Only Start Your Teaser 
Newspaper Contest 


ign Earl 
In “Roughly Speaking,” Rosalind Rus- Cam ES aR LEG, bss | CaF. 4 


sell (as Louise Randall Pierson) states that 


she didn’t get what she wanted out of life laa aeT Use these four eye- {Js 
but she had a heck of a lot of fun trying. : a you = somebody, : catching teaser ads “Ambition's tricky. 
This can serve as the basis for an interest- | it doesn’t matter well in advance of You have to watch it 


what you do. And if | i like a hawk-or you 
you aren't, it doesn't || YOUF Opening to end up with linesin | 
make any diffrence.” | Spark early inter- your face and no hair.” | 


ing newspaper contest for women only 
with a War Bond prize for the best letter 
in answer to the question: “‘Did you get 
what you wanted out of life?’’ Offer guest . 
seats to your playdate to a limited number 
of runner-ups. Announce the winner at 
your opening and arrange for newspaper, on the same day 
radio and picture coverage. | you insert your reg- 
The winning letters can be used for ular opening day 
lobby display during the film’s run. Be ae 
sure to tie-in your playdate. 


Louise says it... : est. Run them one- Harold says it... 
| a-day, or else all 


four, run-of-paper, 


= i a i. : = 
‘Story-In-Pix’' Makes |. “Why do something All 4 on I mat. “Gather ye rosebuds 
Excellent Picture Layout | the hard way when ORDER ‘SRS while ye may.” 
Make use of Warners’ ‘‘Story-In-Pix,”’ a popular pic- : ” Teaser Ad Mat 
: : you don’t have to? : 

ture feature which tells the heartwarming story of the No. 301-B—15e | Bobet Henich ead tt: 
Pierson family in a series of fourteen stills from the OS Rane ee : n : eee tins doi 
film together with explanatory captions. Use all four- : : —from Warner ap 
teen together for an interesting 5-column picture ' ~‘ | Bros. Cam- 
feature or fewer if less space is available. The feature : aiaqn Plan Ed- 
is equally desirable for a general weekly supplement : | P 9 
or for women’s pages. i | itor, 321 W. 
ORDER “RS Story-IN-Pix” Stills — 10c¢ each — Set ; 44th St.. New 
of 14, $1.40 — from Warner Bros.’ Campaign Plan : York 18. N. ¥ 
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Editer, 321 West 44th St., New York 18, N. Y- 


5-COLUMN NEWSPAPER FEATURE 
SELLS FILM'S STORY APPEAL 


A tasty slice of Americana has 
been deftly transplanted onto 
the screen in Warners’ newest 
comedy-drama, “Roughly 
Speaking,” currently playing 
gtthe 4. T heatre. 
Adapted from Louise Randall 
Pierson’s best-selling autobi- 
ography of the same name, the 
film stars Rosalind Russell in 
the role of a sometimes hard- 
hitting (but more often hard 
hit) American girl who, down 
through the years, manages to 
lose everything except her 
laughter. An unconscious trib- 
ute to characteristic American 
resiliency, “Roughly Speak- 
ing” is only incidentally the 
life story of Mrs. Pierson. It 


might just as easily be the Louise (Ann Todd) Her father’s early demise, however, leaves Young, pretty and self- Serious financial reverses impel 
story of any one of America’s was raised in com- the family penniless, But Louise (Rosa- supporting, Louise moves Rodney to divorce Louise, now 
forty million families. As the fortin New Eng- lind Russell), now grown to young woman- to New Haven where she the mother of four children. She 
lovable second spouse, Jack land. Her happiest hood, has weathered reverses with her falls in love with Rodney marries Harold (Jack Carson), 
Carson shares top acting hon- childhood memo- usual remarkable fortitude. Always the (Donald Woods), a young zany, lovable — and loving. An- 
ors with Rosalind Russell. ries are of her dad realist, she has prepared for a business Yale student. The couple other son is born, troubles are 
An excellent supporting cast (Ray Collins). His career. When she applies for her first job, spend happy hours with plentiful but, with Harold at her 
includes Donald Woods, An- advice: “Swim up- she informs her boss (Alan Hale) that he Alice (Ann Doran), side, Louise can still smile—even 
drea King, Jean Sullivan, stream if you want will have to mend his manners. He does so, Louise’s roommate, and when her sons (Robert Hutton 
Alan Hale and Robert Hutton. to get any place!” promptly, much to his own amazement. Jack (Craig Stevens). and John Sheridan) go off to war. 


ORDER “RS Movie-ot-the-Week” Mat No. 501-B, 75e, from Warner Bros.’ Campaign Plan 
Editor, 321 West 44th St., New York 18, N. ¥. ; 


| Available 


For 


Newspapers 


OR DE R 
“‘Roughty 
Speaking’’ 
Fashion Mat 
No. 101-B, lise. 
from Warner 
_ Bros’ Cam- 


Rosalind Russell, for seven consecutive 
years listed as one of the world’s ten best- e 

dressed women, displays a combination patignu Plan Ed- 
that makes for chic. With a simple man- | 

tailored suit of navy gabardine, the star itor. 321 West 
of Warners’ “Roughly Speaking,” currently 


at the Theatre, wears a blouse @ @ t h s§ treet. 


of white organdy with an exaggerated 


cascade of crisp, feminine ruffles starting New York 13. 


close to the throat. An antique gold chate- 
laine type locket is worn on the wide lapel N Y 
to complete an effective contrast. e e 


Newspaper Feature 
Or Program Insert 


LIVELY CRITIC 


y LB OSALIND RUSSELL SAYS HER ROLE 
IN"ROUGHLY SPEAKING” WAS THE 
MOST DIFFICULT SHE EVER TACKLED. 
THE REASON? SHE PORTRAYED 


ay 


LOUISE RANDALL PIERSON, THE FILM'S 


fe AUTHOR AND TECHNICAL 
‘d DIRECTOR, WHO WAS 
: Ky ON THE SET AT 
Cea) "i ALLTIMES TO 


CORRECT ANY ERRORS. 


Reames a f 
4 [ROBERT HUTTON, 
CASTAS A SERVICE- 
(MAN IN EVERY FILM 
HE'S EVER MADE, PLAYS 
A SAILOR AGAIN IN 
WARNERS' NEW FILM. 
ACTUALLY, HUTTON TRIEDTO 
GET INTO THE ARMY NINE 
DIFFERENT TIMES BUT WAS 
ALWAYS TURNED DOWN. 


AW’ MILITANT 


HOT HEADED 


ACK CARSON, FOR A MASQUERADE 
SCENE IN WARNERS' “ROUGHLY SPEAKING” 
HAD TO THINK FAST WHEN HIS HAT CAUGHT ON FIRE. 
A QUICK DIVE INTO A LILY POND SQUELCHED HIM...IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE. 


ORDER “Roughly Speaking” Cartoon 
Mat No. 201-B, 30ce.from Warner 
Bros’ Campaign Plan Editor, 321 
West 44th Street. New York 18, N. Y. 


A 


Mame The Year’ Contest 
For Newspaper or Lobby 


“Roughly Speaking” covers a span of four decades in American 
life, forty years well-remembered by the vast majority of movie- 
goers. Plug your playdate by sponsoring a contest that ties in 
memorable years in history with memorable years in the life of 
Mrs. Pierson, as portrayed by Rosalind Russell in the film. The 
contest can be run either in your local newspaper as a 4-day con- 
test, or as a lobby stunt, all four items at once, in advance of your 
playdate. Offer War Bond or guest seats as prizes. In case of tie, 
the winner should be chosen on the basis of the best 25-word-or- 
less letter stating why the contestant wants to see Rosalind Rus- 
sell and Jack Carson in Warner Bros.’ “Roughly Speaking” at 


your theatre. 


If the idea is used for newspapers, be sure to choose appropri- 
ate stills for illustraton from your regular branch set. 


Here are four examples of the sort of questions to use: 


1) In Warners’ “Roughly Speaking,’”’ Rosalind Russell gets her first job the 
same year the Titanic is sunk. Name the year. (ANSWER: 1912) 


2) In Warners’ “Roughly Speaking,’ Rosalind Russell and her screen hus- 
band, Jack Carson, invest in a revolutionary airplane the same year the 
stock market crashes. Name the year. (ANSWER: 1929) 


3) In Warners’ “Roughly Speaking,” Jack Carson, after a long period of 
unemployment, gets his first good job the same year the World’s Fair 
opens in New York. Name the year. (ANSWER: 1939) 


4) In Warners’ “Roughly Speaking,’ Rosalind Russell sees her two screen 
sons (Robert Hutton and John Sheridan) off to war the same year Pearl 
Harbor is attacked by the Japs. Name the year. (ANSWER: 1941) 


A Stunt-A-Day 
These Easy Ways: 


CAR HANDBILLS 


The real-life Louise Randall Pierson 
(played by Rosalind Russell in the 
film) ran a popular parking lot at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair in 1939. Print up 
or mimeograph a number of handbills 
to insert under windshield wipers on 
all parked cars in the neighborhood 
of your theatre with this legend: 


“Are you one of the lucky car owners 
who parked his car in the parking lot 
run by Louise Randall Pierson at the 
New York World’s Fair in 1939? 


If you are, and you can prove it, you 
are entitled to a pair of free seats to 
see Rosalind Russell as Louise Ran- 
dall Pierson in Warner Bros.’ heart- 
warming, comedy-drama, ‘Roughly 
Speaking, now at the Strand. For 
details see the Manager, Strand 
Theatre.” 


WAR BOND BOOTH 


Set up a War Bond booth im a busy 
downtown section and display a large 
sign reading as follows: 


“ROUGHLY SPEAKING,” it’s time 
for you to buy another War Bond! 


WINDOW DISPLAY 


Contact your local department stores 
or sport specialty shops for window | 
displays featuring clothing for “rough- 
ing it” — for camping, hiking, sports 
in general. Feature stills from the film 
and tie in with copy reading as fo!l- 
lows: : 


ROUGHLY SPEAKING 

you'll have rea] fun (camping) in 
these cut-for-comfort (slacks) and 
CONFIDENTIALLY SPEAKING 
yowll have real movie entertain- 
ment when you see Warners’ 
“ROUGHLY SPEAKING” 

at the Strand. 


FAMILY MAXIMS 


Every family has its own set of max- 
ims or proverbs, handed down from 
parent to child. Rosalind Russell, as 
Louise Randall Pierson, prefaces 
many of her statements in “Roughly 
Speaking” with “My father used to 
say .... Tie in your own playdate 
by running a one-day newspaper con- 
test for the best family maxim sub- 
mitted and offer guest seats as prizes. 


Wesimore Ad Campaign 
Stars Rosalind Russell 


The House of Westmore ties in with ‘Roughly Speaking” in a 2/3 page 
magazine ad featuring Rosalind Russell and illustrated here (right) in 
reduced size. The ad appears in the following magazines: Good House- 
keeping, Mademoiselle, Fawcett Women’s Group, Life Story, MacFadden 


TN 


Women’s Group and Modern Magazine, whose combined circulation totals 
12,112,176. 

In addition, Westmore 
makes available to exhib- 
itors the 3-column ad mat 
(left), actual size 3 col- 
umns x 6! inches (267 


lines) for imsertion in 


HOLLYWOOD STARS YOU 
KNOW...USE WESTMORE’S 


local newspapers in coop- 
eration with your local 
Westmore dealers. 


ROSALIND RUSSELL 


Starring in the Worner 
Bros. Picture 


: : For ad mat as illus- 
ROUGHLY SPEAKING 


trated. write direct 
to: 


Created by the Westmores, the men who make up the Hollywood stars, 
Overglo lends your complexion that radiant, flawless look. Hides minor 
blemishes. Keeps make-up fresh all day. Never gives a masked appear- 
ance. Not a cake, not a cream, Overglo does not cause dry skin. Has a lanolin 
and oil base. One bottle lasts months. Six shades. $1.50 Plus Tox. 


Mr. Albert Seiifer. 


Production Manager 
Small & Seiffer, Ine. 
24 West 40th Street 
New York 18. N.Y. 


New... ONE-SHADE...OVERGLO FACE POWDER ; 
A make-up discovery! Practically colorless— permits your jf Ae 
foundation-tinted skin to glow through with youthful beauty. [5 r 
A face powder specially created for use with Ovetrglo or any 
tinted cake, cream or liquid foundation. $1 Plus Tox. 


N. Y¥. HOLLYWOOD'S 
TWO LOBBY FRAMES 


RADIO CORNER 


1-Minute Announcement 


lst ANN.: (whisper) Confidentially speaking.... 
I want to tell you about the gayest, 
most lovable, tenderest comedy to hit 
(name of town) this season....It's 
Warner Bros." ROUGHLY SPEAKING.... 
starring Rosalind Russell and Jack 
Carson... ROUGHLY SPEAKING....opening 
Priday..« ssat- the. Strand, 

SOUND : » (Crash as Body Falls) 

lst ANN.: That was Rosalind Russell....she plays 
the gallant Louise....Always aiming 
for the stars....always falling in the 
ditch. 

SOUND : (Roar of airplane in full flight) 

7 (Stops) 

2nd ANN.: And that's Jack Carson. He plays Harold 
eeeener airplane-flying....rose-growing 
»eeeROSAlind Russell-loving husband. 

SOUNT s (Door slams five times) : 

2nd ANN.: Don't be alarmed—that was only the 

ki@s,...+jUst.7ive Little sticks .of 

dynamite....looking for a place to 
explode. 

lst ANN.: And they all add up to one average 
American family....one in forty million 
sca DU Look closely... ..f0r Al. moent 
be yours! 

2nd ANN.: It's a motion picture as American as a 
poke in the nose....It's ROUGHLY 
SPEAKING....with a topnotch cast.... 
Rosalind Russell....JackK Carson.... 
Alan Hale....Robert Hutton....Andrea 


Illustrated above are the two attractive lobby frames used at King.... Sh ecics Sullivan....Donald Woods 
New York’s Hollywood Theatre in conjunction with the show- ----Warners ROUGHLY SPEAKING....Friday 
ing of ‘Roughly Speaking.’”’ Both are advance displays and --e-at the Strand. 


both frames caused considerable lobby comment. 


Book Promotions and 


LOUISE RANDALL PIERSON’S 
BEST-SELLING BOOK ON 
WHICH FILM IS BASED 


INustrated (right) is the Simon & Schuster edition of 
“Roughly Speaking,” from which the film was adapted. 


Published at $2.50, the book became an immediate 
best-seller; later, as the results of a Gallup Poll, it was 
chosen for the People’s Book Club; it has, in addition, 
sold over 60,000 copies to date in a special Armed Serv- 
ices Edition, distributed by the U. S. Army; and it will 
shortly go to press in a special Braille edition for the 
blind. Be sure to check this page and the page opposite 
for special book promotions and Warner Bros.’ Educa- 
tional Department Public Service Aids, before you 


start your campaign. 


a 


Warners’ Discussion Guide and Poster 


These two promotion aids, repeatedly successful in connection with past Warner film hits, are now available for 
special exhibitor tie-ups on “Roughly Speaking.” Illustrated below, they are: (left) Warners’ 16-page booklet, 
an attractive discussion guide for use in schools, colleges, libraries and in community groups; and (right) Warners’ 
Book-Into-Film Poster designed for display purposes in conjunction with the use of the Discussion Guide. The 
poster can also be used in connection with special cooperative bookstore displays crediting your playdate. 


cy 


Louise Randall Pierson wrote an exciting letter to the 
editor—and an enthusiastic publisher discovered that 
she had writing talent. The result: "Roughly Speaking’ 


* ROUGHLY 


A best selling book is brought to the 
screen—the stirring story of a vigorous, 
high-spirited and determined American 
woman who never lost her sense of humor. 


1e lawn of her Long Isl 


‘SEE THE PICTURE (@) READ THE BOOK 


A LIBRARY SERVICE OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES 


Discussion Guide (10c) Poster (5c) 


For “Roughly Speaking” Discussion Guide, 10c, and “Roughly Speaking” Poster, 5c. available in 
limited quantities, write direct to Warner Bros.” Campaign Plan Editor. 321 West 44th St... New 
York 18. New York 
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Public Service Aids 


WARNERS TIE IN WITH SIMON 
AND SCHUSTER, PUBLISHERS, 
IN MOVIE-BOOK PROMOTION 


In cooperation with Warner Bros., Simon & Schuster, publishers of 


“Roughly Speaking,” launched a brand new advertising and promotion . oe os 


campaign designed to tie in book and film. Timed to coincide with the Hi Ow o tin e M OV. 1, e 
was born 


HIS advertisement is a tribute to the movie of ROUGHLY 

SPEAKING. We've just seen it. It started us thinking back 
to the time when RouGHLy SPEAKING wasn’t a movie, wasn’t 
a book, wasn’t anything more than a hunch. A great many 
people are going to see the movie. So we thought perhaps 
they might be interested in what happened before ROUGHLY 
SPEAKING was even a gleam in Warner Brothers’ eye, 


Letter into Book It is the personal—exceedingly personal 


“ 3 z 4 —history of an irrepressible woman. 
ruGuehly speaking, it all steried at Despite series af harcshipe that 
1941. The lunchers were M. Lincoln would have tested the spirit of the ° 
Schuster of Simon and Schuster, and hardiest of Her pioneer. Aticestors, 9c 
Arthur Krock of The New York Times. fought ‘back se Me carefree vigor and 
With great enthusiasm, Mr. Krock told a a SNe Aetts ale es 
Mr. Schuster about a series of extra- oncis sides ching: 


ordinary letters he had received from Book into Best-Seller 


a woman he had never met, a Mrs. 


picture’s world premiere at Warners’ Hollywood Theatre in New York, 
the campaign started with the insertion of the ad reproduced here (right) 
on the back page of the N. Y. Times, one day in advance of the opening. 
The actual ad, as it appeared, was 222 lines x 3 columns, with much of its 
copy devoted to plugs for the picture. In addition, the publishers sent out 
a special letter to the trade, a copy of which is reprinted here (see below). 


Entitled “A Prediction About ‘ROUGHLY SPEAKING’ — The Book 


And The Movie,” the letter not only gees all out for the film but also ini- 


tiates an entirely new promotion campaign on the book itself. 


January 29, 1945 


A PREDICTION ABOUT ROUGHLY SPEAKING 
-- THE BOOK AND THE MOVIE -- 


You will probably recall the strange and happy fate of 
KINGS ROW. 


Over four years ago, a year after the book had been published, 
it had completely stopped selling. Then Warner Brothers brought out the 
movie version of the book. Almost immediately, sales skyrocketed. 


Since that day, Essandess has sold upwards of 200,000 copies 
of KINGS ROW at the original price of $2.75. 


MEMO FROM OUR HISTORY-REPEATING-ITSELF DEPARTMENT 


This letter wasn't written you just to rehash the good old 
days. The point is that a number of us were recently privileged to see 
a preview showing of Warner Brothers' motion picture adaptation of 
ROUGHLY SPEAKING by Louise Randall Pierson. 


The picture is, to coin a phrase, a honey. Rosalind Russell 
plays the part of Louise Pierson and Jack Carson, her second (and nice) 
husband. Though we are not movie critics, we will go way out ona 
limb and predict 1).that critics are going to call ROUGHLY SPEAKING 
one of the best pictures of 1945; 2) that the movie is very, very 
likely to sell thousands of additional copies of the book. 


JUST A SUGGESTION 


ROUGHLY SPEAKING is going to open at the Hollywood Theatre in 
New York on Wednesday, January 3lst. On that same day, and thereafter, 
we will advertise the book with three-column ads in New York papers.- If 
our hunch is correct and the book does start to sell all over again, we 
will begin to advertise it nationally. 


As a starter, may we suggest that you check your stock and 
return the attached post card to us aS soon as possible? We are so sure 


that you will sell these books that we are willing to protect you 100% 
on your initial order. 


Sincerely, 


ALBERT RICE LEVANTHAL 


enclosure 


Louise Pierson of Philadelphia. Some- 
thing Mr. Krock had written in The 
Times had “got up her nose.” She 
dashed off a note to him that was defi- 
nitely not a fan letter. This was the be- 
ginning of a delightful correspondence. 
It was this correspondence which Mr. 
Schuster brought back with him tc 
New York. 

Mrs. Pierson’s letters were read by 
our editors — with assorted secretaries, 
salesmen, and visiting buyers breathing 
delightedly over their shoulders. Mrs. 
Pierson was not even aware that we had 
the correspondence, when she received 
a letter from us asking her to write a 
book—any book—at her discretion or 
indiscretion. 

Mrs. Pierson wired back: 


; OH GOD OH MONTREAL THEY HAVE™: 
“LOOSENED MY COLLAR AND I AM’ - 
RRL OEE 


We published ROUGHLY SPEAKING in 
June 1943, at $2.50. First printing was 
only 4500 copies. We were almost at 
once out of stock, especially since the 
book-reviewers gave ROUGHLY SPEAK- 
ING immediate and joyous acclaim.” 
We rushed back to press (five more 
times in quick succession) and watched 
the book become a runaway best-seller. 
In addition, the members of The Peo- 
ple’s Book Club made ROUGHLY SPEAK- 
ING their selection through a special 
Gallup Poll. 


Best-Seller into Movie 


Now we've seen the preview of the 
Warner Brothers picture, ROUGHLY 
SPEAKING, which will onen in New York 
at the Hollywood Theater on January. 
31st. It stars Rosalind Russell as Mrs. 
P., and Jack Carson as the dashing 
young man who came into her life with 
a lighted Christmas tree on his head. 
We had the rewarding experience of see- 
ing the characters we had come to love 
cast perfectly and brought to life on the 
screen. We don't know anything about 
the making of movies, but if RouGHLY 


SPEAKING isn't one of the ten best pic- 
The book that Mrs. Pierson wrote tures of 1945, then we don't know any- 
turned out to be ROUGHLY SPEAKING. thing. 


“What the 


CLIFTON FADIMAN: “Mrs. Pierson was inte! 

by her New England Providence to be a writer. 

Most of the pages of 

vitality, high-hearted and unquench- 

able det n. ‘Roughly Speaking’ is a 
is more human than 


e-handed, 
and brought up five children. 
nan I'd fly thousands of miles 


SIMON AND SCHUSTER © Rockefeller Center * NEW YorK CITY 


How To Follow Through: 


This special publisher-film promotion gives you 
an unprecedented opportunity to tie in with your 
local bookstores, libraries, schools, community 
discussion groups, etc. Here are some of the many 
things you can do: 


I. Cooperative Displays: ar- 
range for book-film cooperative displays in book- 
stores, libraries, schools and regular local book 
outlets, with special prominence given to stills 
from the film, the Book-Into-Film Poster illus- 
trated on the opposite page, and mention of your 
playdate. 


2. Book Mark: in cooperation with a 
local book shop, reprint the Simon & Schuster ad 
reproduced above for use as a giveaway book 
mark, with name of local bookseller and your 
playdate credited at the bottom. Above your own 
credits, run a line stating that the ad is self- 
explanatory and is being distributed for the bene- 
fit of those readers who may have missed it in the 
local press. 


no Lobby Library: In advance of your 
opening, set up a ‘‘Rental Library’”’ in your lobby, 
supplying a limited number of copies of the book 
for reading in your lounge. 


4. Book Reviews: Invite readers of the 
book to submit their comments on the book and 
suggestions for casting, in advance of your play- 
date. Award guest seats to your opening for a 
limited number of winners. 
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ople are going 


so many Pe 
their hearts 


dered why 
y smiles and 


hapP 
1 


she’s even 
s than the play that ran two 


and mor’ 
solid years oF Broadway! 
JANIE is the teen-age 
can family, who sets her 
the United States 
the picture closes, 
the Marines: ) 
you'll leave the theater 


‘When you've 
with @ great bi i your lips — 2 smile 
e you think 


that’s goin 
of JANIE, for 


We've ma 


«Destination Tokyo” 


JANIE have already been delivered 

e Army, for showing to men in combat 
fed outposts ond Red Cross hospitals. 

REYNOIOS * ROBERT HUTTON * 
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Leading National Magazines! 
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In 1902 Louise Randall (Ann Todd) is 
twelve; a serious, firm-jawed intelligent 
girl with an abiding love for her father 
(Ray Collins), on whose funeral the film 
opens. 

The Randalls’ dwindling fortune, how- 
ever, cannot swerve the determined Louise 
from the pattern she has cut for herself. 
Louise (portrayed in young womanhood 
by Rosalind Russell) decides to attend col- 
lege and then attack the business world to 
carve out a career for herself. 

She leaves college to take a job as a 
fill-in secretary to the boss (Alan Hale) of 
the Fore River Shipyard and then goes on 
to New Haven to take a secretarial job at 
Yale. There she meets Rodney Crane 
(Donald Woods), hidebound son of a 
wealthy New York banker. Although he is 
shocked, almost scandalized, at Louise’s 
modern ideas, he marries her. 

Louise and Rodney do very well, and in 
the normal course of time look proudly 
upon their four children, Barbara (Ann 
Lawrence), John (Mickey Kuhn), Rodney 
(John Calkins), Louise Jr. (Jo Ann Mar- 
lowe). With the children constantly under- 
foot, Rodney and Louise decide to move 
to the country. Here the children are 
stricken with infantile paralysis. Three of 
the children recover, but Louise Jr. is left 
a cripple. Louise carries on bravely, even 


THE STORY 


(Not for Publication ) 


after Rodney loses his job but her com- 
plete independence and capability gets the 
better of him and he leaves her for another 
woman. 

To bolster her spirits, Louise attends a 
costume party a year after her divorce and 
falls in love with Harold Pierson (Jack 
Carson). Attired in a costume of top hat 
and tails, with a lighted Christmas tree on 
his head for decoration, it is evident that 
he has Louise’s mad streak, and no trace 
of the stodgy Babbitt that Rodney had. 
Considered an irresponsible playboy, Har- 
old takes one look at Louise, her four chil- 
dren, vows to make good and marries all 
five of them. Eventually he and Louise 
have a son of their own, Frankie (Gregory 
Muradian). 

Sinking every penny into greenhouses 
for the culture of roses, the Piersons live 
meagerly but happily in their crowded 
madhouse. In order to pay off a mortgage 
on the greenhouses, the Pierson children 
decide to sell cut flowers at a- roadside 
stand. Before they know it, they’re selling 
potted plants, soft drinks, pony rides, bar- 
becued chickens and anything else they can 
lay their hands on. This bustling enter- 
prise saves the day but heartbreak is just 
around the corner. 

Come Christmas Eve, when Harold had 
expected to make a killing in the rose mar- 


(Running Time: 116 Minutes ) 


ket, wise competitors beat him to it and, 
for a change, the Piersons are broke. 

Harold then becomes interested in a 
new type of airplane and hopes to make a 
fortune out of its development. The stock 
market crash puts an end to this dream and 
the Piersons are broke . . . again. 

With sons John and Rodney (portrayed 
in their teens by Johnny Treul and Rich- 
ard Wimer) at Yale on Scholarships, Har- 
old tries everything and anything to make 
money. He even fails at selling vacuum 
cleaners. : 

Just as things look blackest, Harold re- 
ceives an appointment as superintendent of 
planting at the World’s Fair. The Fair 
proves a turning point for the Piersons, A 
parking lot venture pans out for them, fol- 
lowed by financial security. Then comes 
Pearl Harbor and the ensuing heartbreak 
of war. Louise sees her three boys (por- 
trayed in young manhood by Robert Hut- 
ton, John Sheridan, and Robert Arthur) 
off to war. But Louise manages to fight 
back the tears. She even manages to laugh. 
She tells Harold of the plans she had 
when she was a child. Maybe she didn’t 
get what she wanted out of life. . . but 
she had a heck of a time trying. As the 
film closes, Louise and Harold are busily 
planning a return-to-the-land project, with 
all their old enthusiasm. 


Roughly Speaking’ Coming 
To Strand Theatre Friday 


(Advance Reader) 


Out of the pages of an inspir- 


ing autobiographical best-seller concerned 


that captured the heart of a na- with the 
tion, Warner Bros. have pro- amazing, 
duced “Roughly Speaking,” rollicking 


life that be- 
fell a young 
woman 
upon her 


which opens this Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. Starring Jack 
Carson and Rosalind Russell and 
featuring Robert Hutton, Andrea 


King, Jean Sullivan, Craig Ste- pledge to 
vens, John Alvin, Alan Hale and spend her 
John Qualen in supporting roles, life aiming 
“Roughly Speaking”’ is the story froin tyh. ie 
of a courageous woman and the Mol tise 

family she reared and loved. Min Hale Directed 


Adapted from Louise Randall by Michael 
Pierson’s best-seller by the same Curtiz, “Roughly Speaking” was 
name, “Roughly Speaking’ is produced by Henry Blanke. 
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PRODUCTION 


Produced by Henry Blanke; Directed by Michael Curtiz; 
Screen Play by Louise Randall Pierson; From her Book 
“Roughly Speaking”; Art Director, Robert Haas; Direc- 
tor of Photography, Joseph Walker, A.S.C.; Sound by 
Dolph Thomas; Film Editor, David Weisbart; Montages 
by James Leicester; Set Decorations by George James 
Hopkins; Technical Advisor, Louise Randall Pierson; 
Special Effects by Roy Davidson, Dir. Hans Koenekamp, 
A.S.C.; Dialogue Director, Frederick De Cordova; Miss 
Russell’s Gowns by Travis Benton; Wardrobe by Leah 
Rhodes; Makeup Artist, Perc Westmore; Music Com- 
posed and Adapted by Max Steiner; Orchestral Ar- 
rangements by Hugo Friedhofer; Musical Director, Leo 
F. Forbstein; Assistant Director, Frank Heath; Unit 
Manager, Lou Baum. 


‘Roughly Speaking’ 
Makes Local Debut 
At Strand Friday 


(Advance Theatre Story) 


As a very definite change from 
the usual type of “‘family’’ movie 
that has been ground out by 
Hollywood in the past, Warner 
Bros. have produced ‘“‘Roughly 
Speaking.” An adaptation from 
Louise Randall Pierson’s best-sell- 
ing autobiography of the same 


name, the film stars Rosalind 


- Russell and Jack Carson and fea- 


tures Robert Hutton, Jean Sulli- 
van, Craig Stevens, John Alvin, 
John Qualen, and Alan Tale in 
roles. This roaring 
saga of America’s coming of age, 
set to the singing music of a 
woman's heart, 
makes its local debut on Friday 
at the Strand Theatre. 

Here is the real American fam- 
ily story. Not of the tinsel va- 
riety, of rah, rah football games 
and shy kisses, but a lusty tale of 
one family’s hectic happy life 
through the roaring twenties, the 
lean thirties and the fighting 
forties. 

Instead of a sweet but un- 
worldly mother, there is Louise. 
Louise (Rosalind Russell), who 
at the beginning of a brief but 
rowdy business career, kicks off 
the hat of her first boss (Alan 
Hale) and terminates it by park- 
ing cars at the New York World's 
Fair. In the intervening years, 
she raises a handful of tikes who 
resemble little sticks of dynamite 
looking for a place to explode. 
Standing fast by her side, instead 
of hiding in the cellar and in- 
venting gadgets as is the custom 
of screen family fathers, is Har- 
old (Jack Carson), her husband. 
Harold, who flies planes, sells 
vacuum cleaners, grows ten-thou- 
sand roses and loves Louise, all 
with the same reckless yet tender 
abandon. Just a guy with a mil- 
lion dreams and the same girl in 
every one. And the kids (played 
in various ages by Ann Law- 
rence, Mona Freeman, Mickey 
Kuhn, Johnny Treul, John Cal- 
kins, Richard Wimer, John Sheri- 
dan, Jo Ann Marlowe, Patsy Lee 
Persons, Gregory Muradian, John 
Sheffield, Robert Arthur, Andrea 
King, Robert Hutton, and Jean 
Sullivan) stricken with infantile 
paralysis, but who still had the 
guts to smile. 

Here at last, is the real Ameri- 
can family, scraped clean of Hol- 
lywood’s slick veneer . . . fresh 
and straight and strong. This is 


supporting 


courageous 


the America . of which we 
sing. 
“Roughly Speaking” was 


adapted for the screen in much 
the same manner and by the 
same author who originally 
penned it—Louise Randall Pier- 
son. Directed by Michael Curtiz 
of ““Casablanca’”’ fame, “Roughly 
Speaking”’ is eloquent testimonial 
to Michael Curtiz’s flexibility of 
direction. Filmed by Joseph 
Walker, the film was produced 
by Henry Blanke. 
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Deflated! 
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Rosalind Russell and Jack Carson in a moment of deflation are shown above 
in a scene from Warner Bros.’ "Roughly Speaking,"’ now at the Strand. The 
film, the rollicking story of a courageous woman, also features Robert Hutton, 
Andrea King, Alan Hale, Donald Woods and Jean Sullivan in supporting roles. 


Courageous Woman And Family 
Saluted In Roughly Speaking’ 


(Current Theatre Story) 


“Roughly Speaking,” America 
is quite a nation. Stretching from 
sparkling little fishing villages on 
windy New England points to the 
Pacific beaches of Laguna and 
Rodonda, our boundaries encom- 
pass enough territory to swallow 
half a dozen nations. America is 
a lush land—of farmers and ma- 
chinists; of towns like Sleepy 
Hollow and Chicago; of millions 
of automobiles; smartly dressed 
women; and the national institu- 
tion of Frank Sinatra. Above all, 
it is a nation that has never come 
of age. A nation that is con- 
stantly reaching for the stars and 
grasping, with eager fingers, 
everything that is bright and 
new. Her future is before her and 
her grandest days have still to be 
chronicled. 

It is of this coming of age that 
Warner Bros. have hewed their 
newest human comedy film, 
“Roughly Speaking,’ currently 
playing at the Strand Theatre 
with a cast of top performers 
starring Rosalind Russell 
Jack Carson, and featuring Alan 
Hale, Robert Hutton, Jean Sulli- 
van, Craig Stevens, John Alvin, 
Ann Doran, John Qualen, Don- 
ald Woods and a host of com- 
petent supporting players. 
“Roughly Speaking” is the rol- 
licking saga of one woman's grit 
and gumption in the face of fan- 
tastic odds; and of a love story 
of marriage as warmly beautiful 
as the simple altar vows that are 
oft forgotten. 

Adapted from the life story of 
Louise Randall Pierson, “Roughly 
Speaking” concerns itself with a 
woman's amazing zest for life. 
Louise (played by Rosalind Rus- 
sell), always aims for the stars 
and falls into the ditch. But she 
her family straight and 
strong, undaunted by the chaotic 
conditions of the roaring twen- 
ties, the lean thirties and the 
fabulous forties. The film is also a 
gay toast to America’s mothers 
who can any problem 
squarely just so long as it is 
viewed from under the brim of a 
new hat. 

Briefly, ““Roughly Speaking”’ is 
the family’s 
hopes and laughter through three 
decades. Just one family out of 
thirty-six million but look 
closely, for it might be yours. 

Born to be a lady, endowed 
with all the social graces, Louise 
(Rosalind Russell) decides to 
make her own way in the busi- 
ness world of men. After a brief 
education at a business college, 


and 


raises 


face 


chronicle of one 


she takes up the noble stenog- 
raphic profession, only to marry 


an egotistical college boy (Don- 
ald Woods). The next few years 
bring her an assortment of 
homes, fluctuating financial con- 
ditions and four tots who resem- 
ble sticks of dynamite. Laughing 
bravely through the lean years of 
the early thirties, Louise manages 
to keep her family together by 
filling in on odd jobs. Her hus- 
band Rodney, however, resentful 
of Louise’s independence, leaves 
her for the sugary warmth of an- 
other woman. And then _ the 
gaiety that is in her heart is 
matched in the person of lovable 
Harold Pierson (Jack Carson), 
who the 
standard equipment of tikes that 
goes with her. Jobless years. fol- 
low fast upon the heels of 1929 
and one hopefully started busi- 
ness venture after another bursts, 


marries Louise and 


bubble- 
eens ko ejes 
Through it 
all, as the 
bread lines 
begin to dot 
the streets 
and the 
W.P.A. and 
Sure Gry Cre 
spring into 
being, the 


Pierson 
family’s 
courage, 
nourished 
at times only by onion sand- 
wiches, holds fast and_ their 
laughter is ringing. Then, with 
the opening of the New York 
World’s Fair which ironically 
Promises a peaceful world of to- 
morrow, a parking lot enterprise 
pans out for them, is followed by 
defense jobs, financial security 
and the inevitable heartbreak of 
war. 

“Roughly Speaking,’ adapted 
from the Louise Randall Pierson 
best-selling autobiography by the 
same name, was directed by 
Michael Curtiz. The musical 
score of the film was composed 
by Max Steiner for producer 
Henry Blanke. 
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Craig Stevens Tagged 
As Sentimental Crooner 


Craig Stevens, who never 
sang in a picture before, has 
acquired the nickname of 
“Singer” after doing some 
warbling in Warners’ ‘“‘Rough- 
ly Speaking,’’ the Rosalind 
Russell-Jack Carson co-star- 
ring film which opens Friday 
at the Strand. 
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Rosalind Russell in Roughly Speaking’ 
Delights Strand Theatres First-Nighters 


(Prepared Review) 


A rousing portrait of the 
American scene tuned to the 
heartbeat of a courageous 
woman, Warner Bros.’ ‘Roughly 
Speaking’’ opened last night at 
the Strand Theatre with a super- 
lative cast, starring Rosalind 
Russell and Jack Carson and fea- 
turing Robert Hutton, Jean Sul- 
livan, Alan Hale, John Qualen, 
Donald Woods, Craig Stevens 
and Andrea King. 


This reviewer has seen many 


motion pictures on varied 
screens dedicated to woman's 
courage. Assorted females in 


fliers’ garb, doctors’ whites and 
brief jungle attire have cavorted 
before his eyes, doing brave and 
wonderful things. But somehow, 
these women always seem _ so 
completely independent, desiring 
least of all the partnership of 
marriage. 

“Roughly Speaking’ is dedi- 
cated to a woman’s courage, but 
the woman builds no_ bridges, 
spans no oceans. Not that she is 
lacking in that particular brand 
of fortitude. She is just too busy 
marrying and raising a family. 

There lies the clue to the 
warmth, the humanness, the ten- 
derness of “‘Roughly Speaking.”’ 
For the film is not an epic, not an 
extravaganza. It is the simple, 
laughing story of just one of 
. thirty-six million American fami- 
lies. But look closely . . . for it 
might be yours. 

While the battle still rages in 
domestic circles and the title of 
family monarch has still to be of- 
ficially placed on the male or 
female head, it is mother who 
inevitably gets in the last word. 
And in the Louise Randall Pier- 
son that Rosalind Russell brings 
to the screen, the mothers of 
America have found a_ stout 
champion. For Louise is every- 
thing that is warm and beautiful 
and gay. Miss Russell, in her first 
picture under the Warner banner 
in recent years, is supreme — 
truly, a mother so adorable that 
she is destined to set a-whirling 
innumerable bachelor minds. 

Louise’s five children, little 
sticks of dynamite looking for a 
place to explode, know two 
fathers. First there is Rodney 
(Donald Woods), spoiled, soft, 
no more than an egotistical col- 
lege boy at best. His tempera- 
ment is as far removed from that 
of his fast growing family as that 


roe 
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Rosalind Russell, brilliant comedy star of Warner Bros.’ "Roughly Speaking," 
now at the Strand, plays a role certain to warm the heart of even the most 
vehement critics of American womanhood. As Louise, lovable mother of the 
wild Pierson clan, she hews her way unswervingly through a fabulous series of 
breaks and misfortunes. Co-starred with Miss Russell is Jack Carson, who plays 


the role of her second husband. 


of Harold Pierson (Jack Carson), 
Louise’s second husband, is 
right for them. For in rollicking 
lovable, generous Harold, the 
tots find more than a father. 
They find a companion who 
stands fast with them through 
the knocks of fate. Carson’s per- 
formance in “Roughly Speaking” 
is a _ polished, well-understood 
piece of acting, surpassing even 
his brilliant portrayal in ‘‘The 
Hard Way.” 

Briefly, ““Roughly Speaking” is 
concerned with the struggle of a 
brave and courageous woman 
who loses everything in life ex- 
cept her laughter. The film is the 
story of the three most turbulent 
decades in the past hundred 
years. The roaring twenties, the 
lean thirties and the fighting for- 
ties. It is America, growing out 
of knee pants, spiced with laugh- 
ter, pathos and understanding. 


Also in the film, and giving 
excellent performances. are Rob- 
ert Hutton, as one of the Pierson 
boys in young manhood, Jean 
Sullivan, as brave, crippled 
Louise Jr., lovely Andrea King, 
gruff Alan Hale, Ann Doran, 
John Qualen, Craig Stevens, John 
Alvin and a host of other bril- 
liant featured players. 

“Roughly Speaking”’ was 
adapted from the _ true-to-life 
story by the same name authored 
by Louise Randall Pierson and 
was directed by Michael Curtiz. 
An Academy Award winner for 
“Casablanca,” Mr. Curtiz gives 
little doubt in this film that he is 
among the outstanding directors 
of the age. Photographed by Jo- 
seph Walker, the film was pro- 
duced by Henry Blanke. 

Confidentially speaking 
“Roughly Speaking” . . . is 
America speaking. 


‘Roughly Speaking’ 
At Strand Tonight 


(Opening Day Reader) 
“Roughly Speaking,” the rous- 
ing film story about a gallant 
lady who loses everything but her 
laughter, starring Rosalind Rus- 
sell and Jack Carson, opens to- 
night at the Strand Theatre. Set 
against the moving background 
of the past three turbulent de- 
cades, “Roughly Speaking”’ also 
features Robert Hutton, Andrea 
King, Alan, Hale, Craig Stevens, 
John Qualen, John Alvin and 
Donald Woods in_ supporting 
roles. 
The film 
Isr C70, n= 
cerned with 
the hectic 
family life 
of the Pier- 
sons, a fab- 
ulous but 
true life 
family. 
“Roughly 
Speaking” 
was adapted 
f Onn the 
screen from 
the best- 
selling autobiography of Louise 
Randall Pierson by Mrs. Pierson 
herself and directed by Michael 
Curtiz. The film was produced 
by Henry Blanke. 
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Roughly Speaking” Starlet 
Has Fresh Film Personality 


It was quiet restraint that won 
for Jean Sullivan the much cov- 
eted role of Louise Jr., in War- 
ners’ tender comedy drama, 
“Roughly Speaking,’ which stars 
Rosalind Russell and Jack Carson 
and is now playing at the Strand 
Theatre. Jean Sullivan’s role in 
“Roughly Speaking” adds a sec- 
ond notch to her belt of successes 
which all started with her being 
discovered on the campus of the 
University of California at Los 
Angeles. 

“I never thought of myself as 
a commercial actress,” Jean says 
softly. “I'd done quite a few 
plays at school and they were 
fun. My real ambition, though, 
lay in ballet—modern ballet of 
the Wigman school—and it was 
this I wanted to pursue. 

“But Mr. Baiano (Solly Baiano, 
Warner Bros.’ talent scout) saw 
me in Sir William Gilbert’s “En- 
gaged,’ a little comedy of man- 
ners, and urged me to sign with 
Warners. 

“I told him I’d never thought 
of motion pictures and definitely 
wasn’t ready for that sort of 
thing anyway. But he kept com- 
ing back. After six months | fi- 
nally said yes. About a week 
later | was Errol Flynn's leading 
lady in ‘Uncertain Glory.’ It 


seemed awfully fast and bewilder- 
ing to me, but | guess that’s the 
way Hollywood operates.” 

Jean Sullivan is twenty, with 
soft brown hair, green eyes anda 
facial structure reminiscent of 
Merle Oberon. She punctuates 
her soft, slow speech with a 
thoughtful smile that is sincere 
and quite disarming. She is defi- 
nitely not a glamor girl and is 
given to reading Proust, Huys- 
mans, Anatole France and 
Thomas Mann both at home and 
at work. That, of course, is apt to 
make her 
Hollywood is concerned. 

eesh= ie 
daughter of 
Col. Alex- 
ander (U.S. 
We eta) 
and Mrs. 
Claire Car- 
don Sulli- 
Jean 
was born in 
Lfo-iesa=n=, 
Utah, but 
was whisked 
away from 
one army 
camp to an- 
other as her father received 
new orders, making her a preco- 
ciously well-traveled child. 


“screwy, as far as 


van, 
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Actor Resembles Author’s Son 
In More Than A Physical Way 


“TI could have jumped right out of my skin.” 


That was the comment of Louise Randall Pierson, author 
of “Roughly Speaking,” a best-selling autobiographical piece, 
after meeting Bob Arthur, the actor. 


Arthur had been cast to play the role of Mrs. Pierson’s son, 
Frankie, in Warner Bros.’ picturization of her life story which 


comes to the Strand Friday, starring Rosalind Russell and Jack 


Carson. 


“Why, he looks so much like my own son | almost had to 
look twice at him to convince myself he wasn’t Frankie,” she 


added. 


And, Mrs. Pierson continued, Arthur shares her son’s impres- 
sions, too—at least in one respect. 


“When he first met Frankie’s girl he wanted to date her. See 
what I mean?” laughed the author. 


Bob Hutton Self-Baptized 
First Day At Warner Studio 


Bob Hutton, currently appear- 
ing in Warners’ ‘““Roughly Speak- 
ing’ which stars Rosalind Russell 
and Jack Carson at the Strand, 
named himself the first day he 
went to work as an actor under 
contract to Warner Bros. in Hol- 
lywood. His real family name is 
Winne but Hutton was his 
mother’s maiden name and it ap- 
pealed to him as a good screen 
label. He hopes the public will 
approve. And it would seem that 
the public does more than ap- 
prove if the piles of fan mail ad- 
dressed to Mr. Robert Hutton are 
counted, For Bob Hutton is very 
definitely a name in Hollywood 
today. 

This young actor was born in 
Kingston, N. Y., on June II, 
1920 and attended the Blair 
Academy in New Jersey, where 
he won some attention with his 
ability at tennis, track events, 
wrestling and hockey as well as 
in amateur theatricals which 
started him on the road that has 
led, eventually, to Hollywood. 

Tall, six feet, two inches in 
height and weighing one hundred 
and sixty pounds, Hutton is the 
son of a hardware merchant and 
can find no theatrical names 
among his forebears. He himself 
played young leads in high school 
and academy plays from the time 
he was sixteen. For several sea- 
sons he worked as a leading man 
with the Woodstock Playhouse 
stock company in New York, 
sharing attention with such well 
known names as Sinclair Lewis, 


Elissa Landi, Claire Luce, Julie 


Fifty Yards Of Laces 
For Miladies’ Shoes 


Shoes worn by thirty girls 
in Warner Bros.’ ‘Roughly 
Speaking,’”’ the Rosalind Rus- 
sell-Jack Carson co-starring 


film now playing at the Strand 
required a total of fifty yards 
of laces. 

As. authentic 
tumes, the high-top footgear 
necessitated the use of 30-inch 
laces for each shoe. 


1910. cos- 


Released By Navy, 
Signed By Warners 


Nineteen-year-old Bob Arthur 
knows what it means to shake 
hands with Lady Luck. 

Two weeks after Arthur was 
honorably discharged from the 
Navy at Aberdeen, Washington, 
he boarded a train, came south 
to Los Angeles and had barely 
arrived when he was signed by 
Warner Bros.’ producer, Henry 
Blanke, for a part in “Roughly 
Speaking,’ which stars Rosalind 
Russell and Jack Carson and 
opens Friday at the Strand. 

Blanke spotted young Arthur 
alighting from a street car on 
Hollywood Blvd., took him to the 
studio to meet Mrs. Pierson, who 
approved the striking resem- 
blance to her real son and the 
lad was signed. 


Hayden, Kitty Kelly and others. 

Bob builds miniature furniture 
as a hobby and does wood carv- 
ing for relaxation. His present 
ambition is to become a success- 
ful screen actor and then turn to 
directing. He directed several 
stage productions for the Wood- 
stock players. The only thing he 
would be if denied his wish to be- 
come an actor in films would be 
“‘unhappy.” 
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Lovely Andrea King 
Claims Credit For 
Novel ‘Kiss-0-Gram’ 


In today’s troubled world, yes- 
terday’s simple letter has become 
a sacred thing. To our men fight- 
ing overseas, they mean much 
more than scraps of paper and a 
few lines of ink. For letters are 
the world the boys have left be- 
hind, coming to wish them good- 
luck and a safe return. It is their 
only contact with the existence 
for which they are willing to give 
their lives. 

Andrea King, lovely young 
Warner Bros. featured player 
currently to be seen in Warners’ 
“Roughly Speaking”’ which stars 
Rosalind Russell and Jack Carson 
at the Strand, has added some- 
thing new to make letter writing 
and receiving just a little differ- 
ent. Andrea claims credit for 
thinking up an idea which is sure 
to be a hit with servicemen 
everywhere who have the good 
fortune to be stationed in the 
vicinity of a phonograph. 

Here is Andrea’s suggestion. 
Record a very personal message 
for your own special serviceman 
and then paste your picture in 
the center of the record. Finally, 
place a firm imprint of your lips, 
smack in the center of the pic- 
ture. 


—— ed 


‘Roughly Speaking’ Rosalind Russell Claims Motherhood Is 
Good Prerequisite For Screen Acting 


Presents Carson 
As Serious Lover 


Jack Carson, currently co-star- 
ring with Rosalind Russell in 
Warners’ “‘Roughly Speaking” at 
the Strand, is the oaf who al- 
ways loses the girl. You've seen 
him in action countless times. 
At cocktail bars, in open cars, or 
on the front porch swing, Jack 
always manages to be around to 
congratulate but never to win, 
the luscious bride. Now, at last, 
he gets a chance to hold her 
tenderly at the fade-out. 

That happy event comes about 
as he goes through his paces 
opposite Rosalind Russell in the 
first of a series of roles which 
will be a distinct departure from 
the Carson character of the past. 

“But don’t think I’m giving up 
laughs for sighs,” commented 
Carson during the filming of 
“Roughly Speaking’ at Warner 
Bros. 

“It’s just that some kind- 
hearted person has got the idea 
that | wouldn’t frighten all the 
girls, that perhaps a few might 
even tolerate me in a romantic 
scene,’ he explained. 

*“Any caressing that I do will 
have one eye cocked on the 
laugh possibility. In other words, 
I'm going to be the guy who 
makes love lightly.”’ 

Carson admitted that the task 
of making love to the Hollywood 
beauties shaped up as a formid- 
able task. 

“I’ve been making love to 
them, of course, but always for 
a laugh,’ he said, wiping his 
brow. “Now the job becomes 
more complex. It’s going to be 
all right for me to keep on get- 
ting laughs, but at the same time 
I've got to be taken seriously— 
as a romantic figure.” 

Michael Curtiz, who directed 
him in “‘Roughly Speaking,”’ said 
a few things by way of explana- 
tion that Carson couldn't say. 

“Jack is big, rugged, and 
vital,"" the director explained. 
*‘The girls like him. He’s a good 
actor with a fine sense of tim- 
ing. One of the most potent com- 
binations in films is love and 


laughter. That’s what we're able 
to get from Jack.” 
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From Reel Louise 
To Real Louise 


Rosalind Russell, who por- 
trays Louise Randall Pierson 
in Warners’ film adaptation of 
the latter’s best-selling auto- 
biography, ‘‘Roughly Speak- 


ing,’’ now at the Strand, indi- 
cated her high regard of the 
author when, on the day pro- 
duction started, she sent Mrs. 


Pierson a bouquet of roses 
accompanied by a note read- 
ing, ‘Please may I not fail 
you.” Jack Carson is_ co- 


starred in the film. 


There is nothing like having 
a baby, girls, if it’s acting you're 
interested in, says Rosalind Rus- 
ell, who is currently co-starring 
with Jack Carson in Warners’ 
“Roughly Speaking’ at _ the 
Strand. Miss Russell made this 
sage observation as she expertly 
folded a piece of cloth into the 
familiar diaper triangle, during 
a recent interview on_ the 
“Roughly Speaking”’ set. 

The deft touch, she explained, 
was confirmation of the old say- 
ing that practice makes perfect, 
which is another way of saying 
that she herself has been a 
mother for some months past. 

“I can recommend it,’ she 
went on, “not only for the girl 
who knows that motherhood is a 
wonderful end in itself, but for 
the girl who has her eye on the 
stage or screen. 

“Take this scene,” she said, 
referring to the nursery set in 
which she was working. “I’m pre- 
paring the baby’s bath. 

‘Any mother, and, in fact, 
Mike Curtiz, my director, could 
tell me exactly what to do in this 
scene, and I'd get by. But now, 
brother, | know. Roz Russell is 
an A-No. | diaper expert, and 
I’m sure the scene is going to 
carry conviction as a result of it. 

“But this isn’t the only scene 
in the picture where my baby 
lore comes in handy. There must 
be fifteen or twenty scenes. I’ve 
got to know how to hold him 
right side up and upside down, 
and how to feed him, and a hun- 
dred other things that are a part 
of the repertoire of the average 
mother. 

‘Playing mama is fundamental 
in acting just as it is in life. In 
other words, there are an awful 
lot of mama roles both on the 
stage and screen. 

“They tell a young actress 
it's a good idea for her to know 
how to ride and swim and fence 
and dance. And it is, too. But at 
the very head of the list I'd put 
knowing how to be a mother.” 

The star’s own baby is a boy, 
Lance, all of whose parental at- 
tention now comes from the 
actress. His father, Capt. Fred 
Brisson, has gone off with the 
army. 


Rosalind Russell In 
‘Dog House’ Again 


Rosalind Russell brought 
along her dog house to the set 
during the filming of Warners’ 
“Roughly Speaking,” in which 
she is currently co-starring with 
Jack Carson at the Strand. 

And she was the first to wear 
it. That’s right: WEAR it. 

The canine shelter, made of 
tin, approximately five inches 
long, three inches wide and 
three inches tall, is attached to 
a long chain. It is used as a coin 
bank. 

Twenty minutes after she ar- 
rived on the set with it, the thing 
was hanging from her neck—and 
tinkling a bit, for she had al- 
ready deposited a quarter. 

Wearing the dog house is only 
part of the penalty for having 
committed some wrong on the 
set; the one who has to wear it 
also must deposit twenty-five 
cents in it. It is worn until some- 
one else is put in the dog house. 

When the picture is finished, 
the money collected is turned 
over to a charitable organiza- 
tion selected by the crew. 

“We. ought to collect quite a 
bit,”’ the star said, fingering the 
dog house. “‘And don’t think I 
won't be wearing it again.” 

Miss Russell qualified by ap- 
pearing on the set late. She 
knew she was in the dog house 
when the director, Michael Cur- 
tiz, mentioned her tardiness and 
then insisted on calling her Miss 
Russell instead of Roz or dar- 
ling. 


Still 626-85—Mat 204—30c 


The Dynamite Kids! Lined up in battle formation and ready to charge are 
Rosalind Russell's screen family in Warner Bros.’ “Roughly Speaking," currently 
at the Strand. With Rosalind Russell, from left to right, are: Jo Ann Marlowe, 
John Calkins, Mickey Kuhn and Ann Lawrence. 


Rosalind Russell Excels In 
Biographical Mother Role 


Paul Muni played Pasteur, 
Greer Garson played Madame 
Curie, and Fredric March 


played Mark Twain, but Rosalind 
Russell, currently co-starring 
with Jack Carson in Warners’ 
“Roughly Speaking’’ at the 
Strand, believes she is playing the 
most difficult biographical role 
of all. 

Her subject is alive—so much 
alive that the subject was on the 
set all during the picture's film- 
ing and actually wrote the lines 
that the star speaks. 

The situation, perhaps unique 
in the history of films, results 
from the engagement of Louise 
Randall Pierson to write the 
screen version of her best-selling 
autobiography of the same title 
as the film. 

As a_ result Mrs. Pierson 
stood beside the camera for every 
foot of film. 

‘‘Now if I were what you might 
call an angelic personality,” 
said Mrs. Pierson in explaining 


the difficulty of Miss Russell’s 
position, “‘the part would be a 
cinch for Roz. 

“But the fact of the matter is 
I've been a hellion at times all 
through my life, and these ex- 
tremes are all in the book, and 
most of them went on the screen. 

*“Any decent self-biographer, 
knowing her life was going to be 
filmed, would probably die. 

“But not only do | persist in 
being hale and hearty—I’ve also 
got the colossal gall to have 
taken a job where I would be 
standing by and gawking at the 
poor girl who's playing me. 

“But I love it. (I’m a little 
sadistic too.)” 


Commenting on the above, 


Miss Russell said: 


“Don’t ever agree to do a 
biography of anybody still alive. 
But if you do, pick someone like 
Mrs. Pierson. She'll raise cane, 
but only if you try to make her 
too nice.” 


A-Doorable! 
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Rosalind Russell seems to have had enough of Jack Carson's fun-making in the 
above scene from Warner Bros.’ "Roughly Speaking," now at the Strand. The 
comedy stars are teamed for the first time in this rousing story of a family's 
hi-jinks during the past three decades. 


Hi-Jinx Hits 
Hilarious High 


Doing a scene for Warners’ 
“Roughly Speaking,’ the 
Strand Theatre’s current at- 
traction, Jack Carson finds 


himself in the center of a lily 
pond. 

Standing by the edge of the 
pond is co-star Rosalind Rus- 
sell. She leans over, extends a 
hand to help pull Jack out of 


the water. 

When he takes hold of her 
hand, it happens — and she, 
too, winds up in the pool. 
Coming up for air, she says 
the line: 

“Gee, aren’t we crazy?” 

After the scene had been 
shot and she had stepped out 
of the pool she said to Di- 
rector Michael Curtiz: 

“The guy who wrote the 
script sure knows what he’s 
talking about!”’ 


No Cheesecake 
For Gay Blades 
In Rowdy 1900's 


Rosalind Russell and Ann 
Doran were waiting for changes 
to be made on the ‘Roughly 
Speaking” set at Warner Bros. 
studio during the filming of the 
picture which co-stars Jack Car- 
son and has its local premiere on 
Friday at the Strand. 

Before 
long the 
c onver- 
Saat 21- oon 
turned to 
girls — girls 
of today 
versus those 
of ob Oe 
whom the 
actresses 
portray in 
the early 
part of the 
film. 

**Well,’’ 
said Miss Russell emphatically, 
“there sure was one thing about 
the girls of thirty-five years ago.” 

“Yes? What's that?’’ asked 
Miss Doran. 

“Their ankles.” 

“Their ankles? What do you 
mean?” 

“They didn’t have to worry 
about them—a trim ankle, or a 
thick ankle. Didn’t make any 
difference.” 

“I’m not sure | follow you,” 
answered Miss Doran. 

At this point Miss Russell rose 
from a canvas-backed chair. She 
looked toward the floor, pointed 
at her skirt, and lifted it. Then 
she proved her point. 

“Who could see them, what 
with these long skirts and high 
top, buttoned shoes?” 
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Rosalind Russell 
Takes To The Air 


Rosalind Russell went for a 
ride in a fifteen-year-old airplane 
recently and immediately got 
into complications with the U. S. 
Army air force. 

The flight took place near 
Compton, Calif., where she was 
being filmed in a scene of War- 
ners’ “Roughly Speaking,”’ in 
which she is currently co-star- 
ring with Jack Carson at the 


Strand. 


As her plane took off from the 
airport, two army craft appeared. 
They hovered about, flew close, 
and made strange signals. The 
pilot was mystified and thought 
perhaps there had been a slip-up 
in the routine application for 
permission to fly in what is a 
military zone. 

So he returned to the airport. 

A half hour later the mystery 
was cleared up. Two. second 
lieutenants wearing wings drove 
into the airport in a jeep. They 
had learned of special permission 
for Miss Russell's flight and had 


merely flown their planes over to 


get a good look. 
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Jovial Jokester, Jack Carson 
Laughs Way Through Films 
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Jack Carson, who plays the exuberant, devoted husband and delightful foil to 
Rosalind Russell in Warner Bros.’ “Roughly Speaking," now at the Strand. 


It’s fun to be a screwball. 

And it’s profitable, too. 

That is, it’s both fun and 
profitable, when you're a screw- 
ball like Jack Carson. 

Of course, Carson reserves his 
screwballishness for professional 
purposes only. Away from his 
studio, which is Warner Bros., he 


is a serious-minded fellow—and © 


well behaved. 

But on the screen he has won 
favor by romping in and out of 
a wide assortment of screwball 
roles—and he and his studio 
bosses have made up their minds 
there'll be more daffy cinema 
parts for him to fill. 

Currently, he gets 
workout in comedy—this time as 
the happy-go-lucky, second hus- 
band of Rosalind Russell in 
“Roughly Speaking,’ now at the 
Strand. 

The second day he went to 
work on the picture he wore a 
full dress suit, a top silk hat glis- 
tening under a tiny Christmas 
tree. alive with six burning 
candles. 

Fire spread from the candles 
to the tree and into the hat— 
and Carson plunged into a lily 
pond by way of putting out the 
fire. That gives an idea of his 
current cinema chore. 


another 


All of this is not intended to 
convey the thought that Carson 
can’t be dramatic on the screen; 
he can be. It was, as a matter of 
fact, his very fine serious act- 
ing in “The Hard Way’ that 
brought the reward of stardom. 

But, despite that, he’s the 
studio’s clowning star—possibly 
because his bosses can’t overlook 
the laugh-getting he accom- 
plished in such pictures as 
“Thank Your Lucky Stars,” in 
which he and Alan Hale ap- 
peared in a comic skit; “Shine 
On Harvest Moon,” in which he 
was the humorous magician as- 
sisted by Marie Wilson, and in 
his first starring picture, “Make 
Your Own Bed,” in which he 
posed as a butler in order to do 
a job as a detective. 

A comic, he will tell you, has 
twice as much fun working as the 
fellow who must do his acting in 
a serious vein, the fellow whose 
lines must fairly drip with drama. 

‘*There’s enough of the serious 
in the world today,” he says. 
‘Just let me help spread a little 
laugh here and there and I'll be 
happy.” 

And, from this corner, it looks 
as though Carson, who got his 
start in mid-west vaudeville, is 
going to be happy for a long time. 


G. L. Edition of Roughly Speaking’ 


Boasts 60,000 Soldier Readers 


Louise Randall Pierson, author 
of the autobiography ‘Roughly 
Speaking,” from which Warner 
Bros.’ newest film hit by the same 
name was adapted, was recently 
informed by the Special Service 
Office of the Army and Navy 
that her Armed Services edition 
of the book has just passed the 
60,000 mark. 

These service editions of pop- 
ular best-sellers are distributed to 
foreign posts They 
given to our boys free. 

The Special Service Command 
felt that this saga of the pluck 
of a New England family, which 
had lost its fortune, would be an 
excellent tonic for all soldiers 
enduring the agony of “‘fox- 
holes’; and that its humor and 
drive would be an_ excellent 
morale builder. 

Mrs. 
average of six letters a day from 
servicemen all over the globe, 
expressing their 
for her epic of 


only. are 


Pierson still receives an 


praise to her 
“a family that 
may be down, but never out.” 
Warners’ film’ version’ of 
“Roughly Speaking,’ which stars 
Rosalind Russell and Jack Car- 
son, opens Friday at the Strand. 
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Corny Confucius Carson Say: 
Hat Catch Fire, Jump In Pond 


If your hat catches fire, jump into a lily pond. 

That’s what Jack Carson does—or did. 

And the stunt now has its place in “‘Roughly Speaking,” the 
Warners’ film in which Carson is currently co-starred with Rosa- 
lind Russell at the Strand. 

The incident occurred during the picture’s filming in a cos- 


tume ball sequence. To match his cinematic character, Carson 
was wearing, among other things, a silk top-hat. Perched on 
the headpiece were six lighted candles. 

Everything was dandy until one of the candles fell, igniting 
the hat and drawing an exclamation from Miss Russell. 

“Your hat’s on fire,’’ she excitedly said. 

Carson, taking her at her word, turned around, faced a 
lily pond and plunged in—head first. 

“That’s one way to put it out,’’ the drenched comedian com- 
mented as he pulled himself out of the pool. 


Filming ‘Roughly Speaking’ 
Like Taking Trip Back Home 


Rosalind Russell had the time’ 
of her life—and working, too— 
during the filming of Warners’ 
“Roughly Speaking,” currently 
at the Strand, in which she co- 
stars with Jack Carson. 

There was a good reason for it. 

For the first time in_ her 
checkered film career, she was 
making a picture with a section 
of the country she knows well— 
New England—for its back- 
ground. 

‘It’s almost as good as taking 
a trip back home,” she said. “Of 
course, there's still one thing 
lacking: a pot of Boston baked 
beans. ’ 

“But, you never know, maybe 
I'll find one yet, here on the set, 
one of these days.” 

The picture is based on the 
Louise Randall Pierson best-sell- 
ing autobiography of the same 
title. 

Mrs. Pier- 
son had 
her finger in 
the cinematic 
pie, too. She 
nN Out)) Oo nyt y 
book for the 
screen, but 
was on_ the 
set each day 
as Director 
Michael Cur- 
tiz’ technical 
adviser. 

And if the 
finished product doesn’t have the 
New England flavor, it isn’t the 
fault of either Mrs. Pierson or 
Miss Russell. 

Before she 
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came 


to Holly- 


wood, Miss Russell’s address was 
Waterbury, Conn. She was born 
there. 


And 


house 


the 
fifty- 
four years ago, Mrs. Pierson was 
born — with a couple of silver 
spoons in her mouth. 


in Quincy, Mass., 
still stands where, 


Miss Russell confessed there 
was something just a bit unnerv- 
ing in portraying a woman who 
sits, day by day, within ten feet 
of the camera, staring at you. 

And at the same time, Mrs. 
Pierson said there was something 
terrific revealed by sitting in a 
chair watching an actress do the 
things you once did years and 
years ago. 

But, each admitted, in the final 
analysis it added up to just a 
whale of a lot of fun. 


And, they added, New Eng- 
land would be brought to the 
screen as a couple of tried-and- 
true New Englanders knew—and 
loved—it. 

The picture gives Miss Russell 
a couple of chances for more 
screen romances. She is married 


twice in the film. Donald Woods 


plays her first husband, Jack 
Carson is her second. 
Once, during the picture's 


filming, the two actors occupied 
the same table in the studio's 
dining room. At an adjoining 
table sat Mrs. Pierson—alone. 


“I got the funniest feeling 
looking at them,’ Mrs. Pierson 
says. ‘‘My two husbands together 
—and they talked as though 
they might have been literally 
raking me over the coals.” 


Prop Department 
At Warner Studio 
Saves Director's Day 


A small amount of very fine, 
expensive, hand-blocked wall 
paper in Warner Bros.’ store- 
rooms was considered sufficient 
to cover the two walls which 
would show in a prologue scene 
of ‘Roughly Speaking,” the 
Rosalind Russell, Jack Carson co- 
starring film which opens Friday 
at the Strand. 

But the set decorator had not 
counted on Director Michael 
Curtiz’ appetite for perfection. 
After Mike had shot the scene 
as outlined in the script, he de- 
cided to turn his camera around 
and shoot it in reverse as well, 
showing the remaining two walls 
of the same room. However, 
these walls were plain — there 
had not been enough hand- 
blocked paper to cover them. 

What was worse, no_ such 
paper could be bought. In fact, 
so far as the property depart- 
ment could determine, no such 
paper any longer existed on any 
walls in the whole wide world. 

The painters who worked for 
William McConnell in the stu- 
dio’s scenic department were 
rushed into the breach. They 
painted duplicate panels of the 
hand-blocked paper, so exact 


Age Versus Beauty— 
Beauty Wins By Leg 


During the filming of War- 
“Roughly Speaking,”’ 
now at the Strand, in which 
she co-stars with Jack Carson, 
Rosalind Russell noticed the 
crestfallen faces of seven sol- 
dier fans and proceeded to 


ners’ 


wipe off a quarter of a century 
from her face—with permis- 
sion of the make-up man. 

“Well, Miss Russell, you— 
don’t look exactly like we ex- 
pected,’”’ stammered one of the 
fighting men when he met the 
star, made up for her role of 
an older woman. 

She excused herself, and a 
few minutes later reappeared 
smiling, with her normal face 
restored. 

“Now I’ve got the nerve to 
ask you to autograph this,” 
beamed one of the soldiers. 
He drew out one of the few 
pieces of “leg art’? for which 
the star had ever posed. 


that not only was the camera 
fooled but Rosalind Russell, who 
plays the leading role in the film, 
was at a loss to pick out the 
original ‘pattern from its repro- 
duction. 

This makes the sets of the 
prologue in “Roughly Speaking” 
the most expensively papered in 
Hollywood history. 


High-Top Shoes 
Slow Down Actor 
Minus Button-Hook 


It happened during the filming 
of Warners’ “Roughly Speak- 
ing,”’ co-starring Rosalind Russell 
and Jack Carson, currently at 


the Strand. Director Michael 
Curtiz was all set to shoot a 
scene with Miss Russell and 


Donald Woods who plays an im- 
portant supporting role. 


Everything — well, practically 
everything—was all set for pho- 
tographing the scene. Miss Rus- 
sell was in her place. The lights 
were as they should be. The stage 
was quiet. 


Curtiz looked around, as 
though seeking someone or some- 
thing. Presently, he called out: 


“Okay, Don. We're ready for 


you. 


But Woods did not come a-run- 
ning. 

Frank Heath, the assistant di- 
rector, sprang into action. In a 
second, he was out of sight as 
he raced toward Woods’ dressing 
room. 

Time passed. All of three 
minutes. Curtiz now was pacing 
back and forth like a caged 


lion. 
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Then Woods and Heath rushed 


onto the scene. Woods spoke 
with a_ slight suggestion of 
apology. 


“Sorry about the delay, Mike. 
But I couldn’t find it. Is there one 
out here>?” 

‘One what?’ asked Curtiz, 
looking the actor square in the 
eye. 

Woods looked down at his feet 
before answering: 

*‘A button hook. If I must 
wear these 1910 models | can’t 
have the sides flapping. They'll 
have to be buttoned.” 

Just then the day was saved— 
by a wardrobe man with a hook. 


Seventeenth Tot 
Lucky Baby In 
Talent Search 


Seventeen babies were carried 
in review before Rosalind Russell 
and her director, Michael Curtiz, 
during the filming of Warners’ 
“Roughly Speaking,”’ which 
opens Friday at the Strand. 

Each was a candidate to play 
the actress’ baby on the screen. 

Curtiz turned down sixteen and 


the Alfred 


Rolland, son of a San Fernando 


chose seventeenth, 
valley rancher. 

‘Why him?” inquired the star. 

‘He's the only one whose ears 
have pendant lobes—like yours,” 
replied Curtiz. 

Jack Carson co-stars with 
Rosalind Russell in the film adap- 
tation of Louise Randall Pierson’s 
best-selling autobiography of the 
same name. 
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